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Goddesses
line up for
top award

THE finalists in this year’s NatWest Everywoman awards
ent a multitude of industries and showcase the best
women in business. The event is designed to recognise
the female entrepreneurs who have overcome personal

<% NatWest

hen Vicky Mitchell's aunt

broke her hip, Vicky

struggled to find a stylish

alternative to the unin-

spiring selection of

functional walking sticks
that was available.

She realised that Britain’s four million
walking stick users were not being
catered for and left her job as marketing
director of digital TV provider Home-
choice to set up Switch Sticks - selling
colourful foldaway canes - in June 2005.

Now she is an Everywoman finalist and
is on the shortlist for the Athena prize,
which celebrates female entrepreneurs
aged between 36 and 49.

‘It’s hard work setting up in business
and it can be lonely,’ says Vicky, 42, from
Chiswick, west London. ‘It’s a great
opportunity to be a part of the Every-
woman awards and gives me a great feel-
ing of support and encouragement.”

. The NatWest Everywoman awards, now
in their fourth year, are divided by age to
reflect the various challenges women
face at different stages of their lives.

,{y trials, financial barriers and a lack of training to succeed.
And this year's shortlist looks to be the best so far.

Lady Forester de Rothschild, patron of
the awards, says: ‘This year’s finalists are
all inspirational women who have taken
risks and worked hard at starting and
growing their businesses.”

Also in the final for the Athena category
are Sandra McClumpha of fake-tan com-
pany Fake Bake, based in Cumbernauld ,
Jjust north of Glasgow; and Jane Lennon,
of The Soccer Kit Company, a football
strip retailer in Bebington, Merseyside.

The youngest female business owners,
aged up to 25, are honoured in the
Artemis award. In the final for this cate-

ry are Katy Geddes, from South Ben-
leet, Essex, for her firm Belgravia
Florist; Sarah Green who runs retailer
1st For Furniture in Little Wymondley,
Hertfordshire; and Becki Train of Pre-
ston-based events management company
Events Northern.

In the running for the Demeter award,
for women aged between 26 and 35, are
Kerrie Keeling of A Woman's Touch, an
interior design and decorating business
in Wimbledon, south London; Hasfa
Abubacker who runs shopping channel

A good stick:
Vicky Mitchell
with one of her
foldaway canes

company Pitchwell Group in Finchley,
north London; and Rachel Lowe of
Portsmouth board game manufacturer
RTL Games.

Female entrepreneurs aged over 50
compete for the Hera award and are rep-
resented by Angela Hamlin of patient
care business Draycott Nursing, based in
Chelsea, west London; Harriet Bridge-
man who set up fine art photo library, the
Bridgeman Art Library in Westbourne
Grove, west London; and dentist Wendy
Sandeman of Wendy Sandeman Dental in
Beaminster, Dorset.

‘The winners will be announced at a cen-
tral London awards gala in December.

» For more information on the finalists,
visit everywoman.co.uk.




