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Switch Sticks are scooping awards whilst boosting the
UK economy!

A government report published in August revealed that small businesses account for a whopping 47.1% of employment and 37.2% of turnover in the UK, making their combined economic contribution enormous and worthy of recognition!*

Innovative new business, Switch Sticks based in London and selling nationwide certainly received the recognition they deserve on Wednesday night at the startupsawards winning the Product of the Year category. 

“Our winners are the business leaders of tomorrow but the driver’s of today’s economy. It’s essential we recognise their efforts and that’s what the Startups Awards and today’s winners are all about.” says Matt Thomas, editor, startups.co.uk
The judging panel, including Martin Webb, presenter, Channel 4’s Risking It All; Sahar Hashemi, co-founder, Coffee Republic and Oli Barrett, founder, Make Your Mark With a Tenner were impressed by Switch Stick’s innovation, concept and potential, recognising that this business is one of fifteen of the best new start-up companies in the UK. 


Vicky Mitchell, CEO of Switch Sticks says “We are absolutely thrilled to have won the NatWest Startups Product of the Year award – it recognises that Switch Sticks is an innovative product and really is doing to walking sticks, what Swatch has done to watches, making a dull functional item, affordable and fun.  Its a great morale booster and being involved in the awards has already opened many new doors”

Switch Sticks  is an innovative walking stick company combining everyday practical use with high-street fashion to provide users with both comfort and style. The sticks are suitable for a variety of uses including coping with a medical condition, providing a cheeky and colourful symbol against mobility difficulties caused by old age or disability or even just as a simple fashion item to accessorise an outfit.

Vicky Mitchell creates the contemporary designs and then gets the sticks manufactured in the Far East.  Importantly, the sticks are manufactured by a company with a wealth of experience in the production of medical devices and come with BS5205 approval and CE certification.

The walking sticks are made out of high grade aluminium, so are lightweight for convenience and ease of carrying they fold in 4 to sections to under 30cm and come with their own waterproof bag. A total of nine different designs are available incorporating a range of colours including hot pink, bright blue, military green, pillar box red and bold black and a range of styles are on offer -  luxury and standard walking sticks, as well as hiking poles.

Switch Sticks are sold in department stores, gift shops and garden centres across the UK and Ireland.

The startupsawards, organised by startups.co.uk, comprised 15 categories, each showcasing the best new businesses in the UK. The winners were unveiled at a prestigious awards ceremony and three-course luncheon held at the Royal Garden Hotel in Kensington and hosted by Sky News’ Adrienne Lawler.  

The judges looked at a wide range of criteria; in particular, business success either by increase in sales and unit volume, market research and identification of customer focus, organisational and team building effectiveness, strategic planning, overcoming obstacles and barriers to success, visionary leadership and social and community responsibility.

Endorsed by the Department for Business, Enterprise & Regulatory Reform (BERR) and headline sponsored by NatWest, the fourth annual startupsawards was an overwhelming success and continues to underline its commitment to identifying and rewarding the UK’s best new businesses.

Notes to editors

*The Department of Business, Enterprise and Regulatory Reform, UK 2006. Published 22 August 2007

For press information on the startupsawards please contact: Ella Gascoigne at ellag@crimsonbusiness.co.uk
For more information on Switch Sticks please contact:  Vicky Mitchell at Vicky@switchsticks.com or 07810 430594
Notes to editors
Switch Sticks is the modern walking sticks company for all ages.  Founded by Vicky Mitchell in late 2005, and joined by her Aunt Jean and former friend and colleague – Colena, the company produces high quality and innovatively designed walking sticks and hiking poles for all walks of life!  

Vicky’s skills in sales and marketing, Jean’s nursing and retail background and Colena’s IT and process expertise have come together to create a company that provides people with easy access to sticks that compliment their style and outlook.  No longer will those with mobility problems have to endure boring mobility aids

Currently nine different designs are available incorporating a range of colours including hot pink, bright blue, khaki, earth tones, vibrant turquoise, deep purple, mustard, pillar box red and bold black and all sticks are made to European Standards by a manufacturer with an excellent pedigree in medical products. The sticks are made out of aluminium, so are lightweight for convenience and ease of carrying they fold in 4 to sections to just under 30cm long and come with their own bag.  New designs are launched twice a year.

Having been simply a gem of an idea some 18 months ago, Vicky has been a finalist in the prestigious NatWest Everywoman awards in December 2006, a finalist in the NatWest Start up awards in October 2006 and was highly commended in the Gift of the Year 2007 awards.  Switch Sticks is delighted to have now won Product of the Year in the Start Up Awards 

Further Switch Sticks designs, including limited editions, will be unveiled in the future  Switch Sticks retail from £29.99 are presented in a stylish gift box
Startups.co.uk

The 2007 Startups Awards is organised by Startups.co.uk – the UK’s largest website for people starting and running their own businesses. Startups provides free help and advice to 160,000 new visitors every month. www.startupsawards.co.uk
NatWestwww.natwest.co.uk/startup 
The 2007 Startups Awards is headline sponsored by NatWest Business Banking. As one of the leading banks for small business, NatWest understands the difficulties of running a successful business and knows just how much work it takes. NatWest has an extensive network of local Business Managers and offer a dedicated relationship service to all business customers including a direct line to each business manager, free face-to-face advice and phones manned 24/7.  In addition, it offers free and discounted business banking for up to two years, a free start-up course and a comprehensive range of banking solutions tailored to your business needs. 
Other sponsors include Barter Card, brighter business, BT, NetRegs, Yellow Pages, amen, brother, BPS, EOFFICE and Business Link.
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